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their own example that one could be a good Christian and at
the same time a kind and cheerful neighbour, willing to put
the command of " Love ye your neighbour as yourself " before
everything else. But after they have acknowledged these ex-
ceptions the bill of indictment will be continued until the
Southern Cross has long since disappeared below the distant
horizon and it is time to go back to your hotel.

It is not exactly pleasant to say all this, but I am only doing
what almost every one with whom I came in contact asked me
to do. " We can't speak out," they used to complain. " We
have jobs which we can't afford to lose, and the missionaries arc
so strongly entrenched economically that they could easily des-
troy us, were we known to be openly opposed to them. They
suspect us, of course, of not being very friendly, but they have
no proofs, and therefore they have got to leave us alone. At the
same time, if you feel any sympathy for these natives, whom
many of us have come to love very dearly, then please speak
out if ever you should write anything about this part of the
world."

I have now spoken out. For this is the tragedy of the Pacific,
which scon begins to haunt anyone who is able to look a little
farther than the printed circular of the travel agency, and who
realizes that all these picturesque c native dances' and * native
village feasts * and * war-canoe races' with which he is pursued
during his voyage arc nothing but a deliberately prearranged
fraud, as they no longer bear any sort of actual relationship to
the real native life.

Indeed, the more elaborate these mock feasts happen to be
the greater the feeling of despair they inspire in the spectator.
It was bad enough during the last twenty years to watch Russian
generals, disguised as Cossacks, dance what were supposed to
be Polish polkas in some dreary Parisian cabaret. But to sec a
noble-looking Samoan chieftain, who may have been an in-
timate friend of Robert Louis Stevenson, swing a sword (made
ia Germany) which he has never used in a death-defying dance,